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Abstract

IKE Coin is a digital token built on the Algorand blockchain, designed to power a new global economy 
based on gratitude. It introduces a tangible, permanent, and meaningful way to express appreciation, 
moving beyond the ephemeral nature of social media "likes." The core mission is to create a public, 
immutable record of human excellence—a "time capsule" of good deeds, inspiring art, and helpful acts. 
Through our flagship Progressive Web App (PWA), "The Gratitude Web," users are empowered to 
become "International Keepers of Excellence" (IKE) by sending and receiving tokens of appreciation. 
This paper outlines the philosophy, technology, tokenomics, and future roadmap of a project dedicated 
to rewarding the good in the world and fostering a global culture of tangible gratitude.

1. Introduction: The Problem with Intangible Appreciation

In the current digital age, expressions of appreciation have become centralized, commoditized, and 
ultimately, intangible. Platforms have conditioned us to quantify approval through "likes," "shares," 
and "follows"—metrics that are fleeting, lack personal value, and often serve the platform more than 
the creator or the individual being celebrated.

This system creates several key problems:

• Lack of Tangible Value: A "like" cannot be used to support an artist, thank a developer for their 
open-source work, or show a service worker that their effort made a difference. It provides a 
momentary dopamine hit but no real lasting value.

• Absence of Permanence: Digital praise is ephemeral. It's buried in feeds, lost in algorithms, 
and ultimately disappears. There is no lasting, collective record of the countless positive 
interactions that occur daily.

• Centralization and Censorship: The power to define and control value rests in the hands of a 
few large corporations.

• Erosion of Meaning: The sheer volume of low-effort interactions has devalued the very act of 
showing appreciation, making genuine gratitude feel less impactful.

We believe there is a fundamental human need to give and receive genuine, meaningful appreciation. 
The world needs a new system—one that is decentralized, permanent, and restores tangible value to the 
act of saying "thank you."



2. The Solution: The IKE Coin Ecosystem

IKE Coin and its flagship application, The Gratitude Web, are our solution. We are building a 
decentralized ecosystem that transforms gratitude from a fleeting gesture into a permanent, valuable, 
and transparent digital asset.

Our solution is built on three pillars:

Pillar 1: A Tangible Token of Gratitude (IKE) IKE Coin is an Algorand Standard Asset (ASA) that 
acts as the medium of exchange within the gratitude economy. When you send IKE to someone, you 
are not just clicking a button; you are sending them a real digital asset with inherent value.

Pillar 2: An Accessible Gateway for All (The Gratitude Web PWA) The Gratitude Web is a mobile-
first Progressive Web App (PWA) designed for universal access. The PWA format was intentionally 
chosen to ensure that anyone, regardless of their device (iOS, Android, desktop, tablet) or technical 
background, can easily install and utilize the application without the friction of a traditional app store. 
It serves two primary functions:

• An Intuitive Tool: It abstracts away the complexity of the blockchain, providing a simple 
interface for sending, receiving, and managing gratitude.

• A Gentle On-ramp to Web3: For many, this will be their first interaction with blockchain 
technology. The app is designed to be a non-intimidating, easy-to-comprehend bridge into the 
new decentralized internet, empowering users to participate with confidence.

Pillar 3: A Philosophy of Excellence (International Keepers of Excellence) We are creating more 
than a platform; we are fostering a movement. Every user who gives or receives IKE becomes an 
International Keeper of Excellence. This philosophy re-frames the user from a passive consumer to 
an active curator of good in the world, someone who seeks out, acknowledges, and rewards excellence 
in all its forms.

2.1 Core Principles of the IKE Economy

Beyond the three pillars, the ecosystem is governed by a set of core principles that guide user 
interaction and define the culture we aim to build.

Mindful Gratitude Over Mindless Likes The Gratitude Web is a direct response to the culture of 
mindless "likes." Likes are often given based on popularity, algorithms, and curated personas. IKE, in 
contrast, is an act of mindful appreciation. They are given to recognize genuine inspiration, 
transformational content, exceptional skill, profound kindness, and the very best of humanity. Each 
transaction is a deliberate act of recognizing value.

"IKE is Forever": The Standard of Excellence Every message of gratitude attached to an IKE 
transaction is immortalized on the Algorand blockchain, where it cannot be altered or erased. This 
permanence demands a high standard of mindfulness from our users. As International Keepers of 
Excellence, we have a shared responsibility to ensure our contributions to this permanent record are 
thoughtful, respectful, and worthy of being preserved forever. Giving IKE is not a casual act; it is a 
legacy.



3. The Technology: Why Algorand?

The foundation of the IKE ecosystem required a blockchain that was secure, scalable, fast, and 
philosophically aligned with our mission. Algorand was the unequivocal choice for the following 
reasons:

• Carbon Neutrality: A project dedicated to rewarding good must not do harm. Algorand's eco-
friendly, Pure Proof-of-Stake (PPoS) consensus mechanism ensures that our gratitude economy 
is sustainable.

• Low, Fixed Transaction Fees: For a system based on frequent, often small, transactions, high 
and unpredictable fees are a non-starter. Algorand's transaction fees are fractions of a penny, 
making it economically viable to send a small token of thanks.

• Speed and Finality: Transactions on Algorand are confirmed in under 4 seconds. This instant 
feedback loop is critical for the user experience of giving and receiving gratitude.

• Unbreakable Security: Algorand's protocol provides the institutional-grade security necessary 
to protect our "time capsule" of human excellence, ensuring it remains permanent and tamper-
proof.

• Scalability for a Global Vision: Algorand is built to handle billions of users without sacrificing 
performance, which is essential for our mission to build a truly international gratitude economy.

4. Ecosystem Features: The Gratitude Web

The Gratitude Web is the central hub of the IKE ecosystem, engineered with specific features that bring 
our core principles to life.

4.1 The Global Ledger: A Record of Excellence with User Privacy The Ledger is a live feed of all 
gratitude transactions. Users have full control over their privacy; messages can be designated as public 
for the world to see or private to the recipient. However, to maintain the integrity of the time capsule, 
all transaction data—including sender address, receiver address, and the amount of IKE—is 
permanently recorded and publicly visible on the blockchain.

4.2 Promissory Gratitude: For the Accessible but Unconnected For moments when you know who 
you want to thank but don't have their wallet address—a specific creator on social media, a local artist 
you admire, or a helpful online pseudonym—you can send a "Promissory Tip." The IKE is held in a 
secure, on-chain mechanism, and a unique, shareable link is generated. When the recipient clicks the 
link and connects their own Algorand wallet, the IKE is released to them. This feature includes a 
"closed-loop" mechanism, allowing the recipient to send a free, off-chain thank you message back to 
the original sender.

4.3 The Memorial Well: For Gratitude Beyond Reach The Memorial Well is for gratitude that 
cannot be delivered directly, intended for anyone who is now out of reach. This could be a lost loved 
one, a childhood mentor you can no longer find, a stranger who showed you kindness years ago, or 
anyone who has made an impact on your life. A user can write a private reflection and send a symbolic 
amount of IKE to a publicly known "burn address." This action permanently removes the IKE from 



circulation, creating an immutable and heartfelt tribute on the blockchain while ensuring the message 
remains private.

4.4 The Creator Toolkit: Empowering a New Economy We provide a suite of tools that empower 
creators and service providers to seamlessly integrate IKE into their work:

• Receive Tab: Instantly access a personal QR code and wallet address for easy sharing.

• Get Your Button: "A 'Like' is fleeting, but an 'IKE' is forever." Creators can copy a simple 
HTML snippet to place a "Tip me with IKE" button directly on their websites, blogs, or social 
media profiles.

• Request Function: Generate payment request links to invoice clients for services rendered in 
IKE.

4.5 The "Keep it Flowing" Philosophy The ecosystem is designed to discourage hoarding and 
encourage circulation. IKE is a currency of appreciation, and its greatest value is realized when it is in 
motion. The UI of The Gratitude Web will gently prompt users who receive IKE to "keep the gratitude 
flowing" by passing it on to another deserving individual, creating a virtuous and ever-expanding cycle 
of positivity.

4.6 Amplify: Rewarding the Curators of Excellence The ecosystem rewards the act of discovery. 
When you see a public act of gratitude on the Ledger that resonates with you, you can "Amplify" it by 
sending your own IKE tip to the same recipient. As a reward for your excellent curation and for helping 
to identify excellence, 10% of your amplified tip is automatically sent back to the original sender who 
made the discovery.

4.7 Onboarding and Earning IKE To kickstart the gratitude economy and ensure broad participation, 
new users are eligible to claim a starting balance of IKE by completing simple tasks upon connecting 
their wallet for the first time, such as sharing the project on social media.

4.8 The "Earn" Tab: A Living Example of the IKE Economy The "Earn" tab demonstrates the 
versatility and power of IKE as a tool for community engagement. It serves as a living example—a 
"dogfooding" of our own ecosystem—to show artists and creators how to replace passive "likes" with 
active, mutually beneficial interactions.

• For Users: The tab will feature tasks, such as listening to a featured artist's music track and 
leaving a thoughtful comment, that reward them with IKE. This provides a clear path for users 
to earn IKE while discovering new art.

• For Creators: This model provides a blueprint for engagement. By embedding an "IKE" button 
next to their work, creators can incentivize deeper interaction. Their audience is rewarded for 
their attention, and the creator receives not only tangible IKE tips but also valuable feedback, 
fostering a stronger and more invested community.

5. Tokenomics: The Economy of Gratitude

The economic model of IKE is designed for long-term sustainability, rewarding participation and 
ensuring a constant, healthy circulation of gratitude.



5.1 Token Details

• Name: IKE Coin

• Ticker: IKE

• Blockchain: Algorand

• Asset ID: 309546018

• Total Supply: 12,000,000,000 IKE (Twelve Billion)

• Status: Fixed Supply. No more IKE can ever be minted.

5.2 Allocation & Distribution The total supply of IKE is allocated to four key areas to foster growth, 
community, and longevity.

• Community & Ecosystem Rewards (60% - 7.2 Billion IKE): The largest portion is dedicated 
to the users who make the economy thrive. This fund will be distributed over many years 
through:

• Onboarding rewards for new users.

• The "Earn" tab for completing community tasks.

• Liquidity incentives on decentralized exchanges.

• The Ambassador Program for community leaders.

• Founder's Curation & Seeding Fund (15% - 1.8 Billion IKE): This allocation is reserved for 
the founder's personal mission to scour the world and generously reward unrecognized humans 
who demonstrate excellence. This fund will be used to seed the ecosystem with high-quality, 
meaningful gratitude, providing exposure to deserving artists, creators, and individuals, thereby 
populating the "time capsule" with foundational examples of excellence.

• Treasury & Partnerships (15% - 1.8 Billion IKE): This fund is for strategic growth. It will be 
used to fund partnerships with other platforms, integrate IKE into larger ecosystems, and 
provide grants for developers building new utilities for IKE.

• Development & Operations (10% - 1.2 Billion IKE): This funds the ongoing maintenance, 
security audits, and future development of The Gratitude Web and subsequent projects like 
Digital Dreams.

5.3 Token Utility & Value Flow: The Engine of Circulation The utility of IKE is the engine that 
drives its circulation and ensures its relevance.

• Primary Medium of Gratitude: The core function is to be sent as a tangible "thank you," 
whether to a barista via a QR code, an online creator via the "Tip me with IKE" button, or 
another user in the app.

• Gamified Curation: The Amplify feature creates a game-like incentive to discover and 
promote quality gratitude, rewarding users for their taste and participation.



• Engagement Tool for Creators: IKE moves beyond a simple tip to become a tool for artists to 
build and reward their community, fostering two-way engagement instead of passive 
consumption.

• Payment Alternative: As the ecosystem grows, IKE will serve as a direct, peer-to-peer 
payment alternative for services, digital goods, and access to exclusive content.

• Redemption for Phygital Goods: IKE will be redeemable for exclusive physical 
commemorative items, bridging the gap between digital gratitude and tangible heirlooms.

5.4 Deflationary Mechanism: The Memorial Well The Memorial Well serves as a core deflationary 
component of our economic model. Every IKE sent to the Memorial Well's burn address is permanently 
removed from the total circulating supply. This not only provides a meaningful way for users to honor 
memories but also introduces a mechanism of programmatic scarcity, rewarding long-term holders as 
the supply gradually decreases over time.

6. Roadmap: The Future of Gratitude

The development of the IKE ecosystem is a long-term commitment, executed in distinct phases to 
ensure sustainable growth and thoughtful implementation.

Phase 1: The Foundation (2021 - 2025) - Completed This phase focused on establishing the core 
infrastructure and vision of the project.

• IKE Coin ASA Created on Algorand (Nov 2021)

• Concept & Detailed Vision Solidified (2021-2025)

• The Gratitude Web PWA Initial Build (June 2025)

• ikecoins.com Informational Website Launch (June 2025)

Phase 2: Ecosystem Growth (Q3-Q4 2025) - In Progress This phase focuses on expanding the utility 
of IKE and growing the community.

• Enhanced Wallet Integrations: Deepening integrations with Pera Wallet, Defly, and other 
major Algorand wallets.

• Community Ambassador Program: Launching a formal program to empower community 
leaders to spread the mission of IKE globally.

• "Digital Dreams" Launch (Phase 1): The initial launch of our curated media channel where 
creators are rewarded directly by the community.

Phase 3: Mainstream Adoption (2026) - Planned This phase focuses on bridging the gap between the 
Web3 ecosystem and the broader digital economy.

• Merchant & E-commerce API: Releasing a simple API for online stores and platforms to 
accept IKE as a payment method.

• Platform Partnerships: Collaborating with established content platforms (blogs, video sites) to 
integrate IKE tipping directly into their UI.



• Fiat On-Ramp Integration: Partnering with services to allow users to purchase IKE directly 
with credit/debit cards, lowering the barrier to entry.

Phase 4: Physical & Digital Fusion (Future Vision) This phase represents our long-term vision of a 
world where gratitude flows seamlessly between the digital and physical realms.

• NFC Tipping: Enabling one-tap IKE tipping in person for service workers, artists at markets, 
and live performers.

• Phygital Initiatives & The IKE Awards: Introducing premium, physical commemorative 
coins that users can purchase (with IKE or fiat) to immortalize a specific gratitude transaction. 
This will be coupled with an annual "IKE Awards" ceremony, where top community-voted 
'Keepers of Excellence' across various categories are awarded a physical trophy, solidifying 
their contribution to the time capsule.

• IoT (Internet of Things) Integrations: Exploring ways to connect IKE to smart devices and 
automated systems.

• Decentralized Governance (DAO): Researching and implementing a community-governed 
model where IKE holders can vote on the future direction of the project and the allocation of 
Treasury funds.

7. Conclusion

IKE Coin is more than a technology; it is a movement. It is a direct response to the devaluation of 
appreciation in the digital world and a tool to empower individuals to recognize and reward the 
excellence they see around them. By combining the permanence and security of the Algorand 
blockchain with an accessible, user-centric application, we are creating a new economy—one based not 
on speculation, but on the enduring and universal value of gratitude. We invite you to join us as an 
International Keeper of Excellence and help us build a permanent, public record of the very best of 
humanity.
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